INTERMEDIARY SCENARIO UPDATE – Cyclone Revelia  
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(Yangon, Bangkok, New York: 06 March):  Cyclone Revelia came ashore some 250 km West of Yangon at 2300 hours and lashed central Myanmar with intense winds and heavy rains.  Winds up to 190 km/hour were registered, causing widespread damage to trees, power lines, houses and social infrastructure along the coast.   As the massive storm moved inland across the Irrawaddy Delta, all communications were cut off with the region, with both land lines and cell networks out of commission.  There is no report at this time on conditions in towns and villages in Revelia’s path, as a broad swath of the country lies vulnerable to the cyclone’s onslaught.  It is expected that tens of thousands will be affected.
Nearly 24 hours after striking the territory of Myanmar, Cyclone Revelia has moved slowly northward toward the district of Pathein.  While the Government and residents of the city had braced for a rapid arrival of the storm, Revelia instead veered northward, dropping massive rainfall on the Irrawaddy Delta and the rice-producing centre of the country.  The intensity of the cyclone has diminished as it traverses land, however, the slowness of its progress has meant that the western towns, villages and paddy fields have been swamped with unexpected quantities of water.  State media reported that Haing Kyi Island in the Delta suffered severe impacts from the storm, including 260 dead (initial count) and approximately 25,000 houses destroyed.  There are no reports on conditions in the larger town of Labutta, also located in the Delta, but it is expected that damages are much higher.  
Hundreds of thousands of people in Myanmar will require vital humanitarian assistance, with particular emphasis on shelter and health.  Construction materials in much of Myanmar are not designed to withstand high winds and powerful rainfall, pointing to the likely destruction of housing on a massive scale.  Those located in remote and peri-urban areas constitute a particular concern, in light of the low level of infrastructure available.  Along the coast, where Revelia first made landfall, there have already sprung up several sprawling camps of hastily constructed lean-tos and make-shift shelters, housing thousands of families each.  Another 10,000 people have sought refuge with host families in the town of Labutta.
The Government of Myanmar declared a state of emergency in the affected provinces.  The UN Humanitarian Coordinator met with the extended Humanitarian Country Team to take swift action in response to the disaster.  The cluster approach has been activated by the Humanitarian Country Team to support the efforts of the Government. Proper implementation of this framework will ensure that there is a common approach in place from the beginning which will allow for inclusive needs assessments and the strategic prioritization of available resources. Security measures have been taken and the emergency procedures are now in place.  An UNDAC Team from Geneva has been mobilised, which should be on the ground within the next day.  
Scattered reports from local Government authorities and civil society organisations in the affected areas have provided the following information, which OCHA has organised by sector:
The capacity of communities to rebound from the effects of the disaster remains extremely weak across most of the affected area.  At the current juncture, external assistance continues to be critical for strengthening the capacity of communities to rebound from the disaster, move beyond dependence on direct relief assistance and establish solid foundations for longer-term recovery.
