Background Information on Myanmar
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Geography and environment
Location:  South-eastern Asia, bordering the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal, between Bangladesh and Thailand.
Climate: tropical monsoon; cloudy, rainy, hot, humid summers (southwest monsoon, June to September); less cloudy, scant rainfall, mild temperatures, lower humidity during winter (northeast monsoon, December to April)
Land use: arable land: 14.92%, permanent crops: 1.31% and other: 83.77% 
Natural hazards: destructive earthquakes and cyclones; flooding and landslides common during rainy season (June to September); periodic droughts
Environment - current issues: deforestation; industrial pollution of air, soil, and water; inadequate sanitation and water treatment contribute to disease

Population 
Myanmar has a population of 53,999,804 (July 2011 est.), with an annual growth rate of 1.084% and 34% leaving in urban areas (2010). Sex ratio for the total population is 0.99 male/female (2011 est.)
Population under-5 is estimated to be around 5 million children (a surprisingly low 10% of the total).
There are 136 distinct ethnic groups: Bamar (Burmese) 68%; Shan 10%; Kayin 7%; Rakhine 4%; Overseas Chinese 3%; Mon 2% and Overseas Indians 2%. The official religion is Buddhism.
Literacy (definition: age 15 and over can read and write) for total population is 89.9% (male: 93.9%, female: 86.4%)
Almost one third of the population lives below the poverty line 32.7% (2007) with the rates higher in rural areas.
Economy, administration and politics 
Agriculture: rice, pulses, beans, sesame, groundnuts, sugarcane; hardwood; fish and fish products
Industries: agricultural processing; wood and wood products; copper, tin, tungsten, iron; cement, construction materials; pharmaceuticals; fertilizer; oil and natural gas; garments, jade and gems
GDP - per capita (PPP): 	$1,300 (2011 est.)
Administrative divisions: 7 divisions and 7 states 
· divisions: Ayeyarwady, Bago, Magway, Mandalay, Sagaing, Tanintharyi, Yangon
· states: Chin, Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Mon, Rakhine (Arakan), Shan

Public health
Key health indicators include life expectancy at birth being 61.2 years and a citizen of Myanmar not surviving to age 40 is 19.1%. 
Maternal mortality rate: 240 deaths/100,000 live births (2008)
Infectious Disease Profile:
· Food or waterborne diseases: bacterial and protozoal diarrhea, hepatitis A and typhoid fever, 
· Vector-borne diseases: dengue fever and malaria
· Water contact disease: leptospirosis
· HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate: 0.6% (2009 est.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Animal contact disease: rabies and H5N1 avian influenza

More information on Health and Nutrition in MICS3 (2009-2010) summary tables
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