FULL SCENARIO UPDATE – Cyclone Revelia
Office of the Humanitarian Coordinator of the United Nations in Myanmar (Day three)
[bookmark: _GoBack](Yangon, Bangkok, New York: 06 March):  Nearly 24 hours after striking the territory of Myanmar, Cyclone Revelia has moved slowly northward toward the district of Pathein.  While the Government and residents of the city had braced for a rapid arrival of the storm, Revelia instead veered northward, dropping massive rainfall on the Irrawaddy Delta and the rice-producing centre of the country.  The intensity of the cyclone has diminished as it traverses land, however, the slowness of its progress has meant that the western towns, villages and paddy fields have been swamped with unexpected quantities of water.  State media reported that Haing Kyi Island in the Delta suffered severe impacts from the storm, including 260 dead (initial count) and approximately 25,000 houses destroyed.  There are no reports on conditions in the larger town of Labutta, also located in the Delta, but it is expected that damages are much higher.  
The Government of Myanmar declared a state of emergency in the affected provinces.  The UN Humanitarian Coordinator met with the extended Humanitarian Country Team to take swift action in response to the disaster.  Security measures have been taken and the emergency procedures are now in place.  An UNDAC Team from Geneva has been mobilised, which should be on the ground within the next day.  
Scattered reports from local Government authorities and civil society organisations in the affected areas have provided the following information, which OCHA has organised by sector:
Shelter/NFI:  An estimated 750,000 homes have been partially or totally destroyed by winds and rain.  Over one million persons have gathered in hastily assembled camps across the Irrawaddy Delta.  The principal need of the homeless and displaced is plastic sheeting, tarpaulins and rope, in order to strengthen self-constructed lean-tos.  In addition, all the displaced require basic family kits and equipment (clothes, footwear, blankets, cooking sets, towels, etc.)  In areas where homeless persons have sought shelter with urban families, some form of household goods will be required by the newcomers to facilitate their integration. 
Health: An estimated 278 health posts and 10 district hospitals have been reported as washed away by the cyclone.  This presents a serious challenge to the provision of basic primary health care, as equipment, medicines and sick beds have all been lost.  Acute diarrhoeal disease poses the chief threat to affected populations, in light of the widespread flooding and contamination of groundwater.  This includes the possibility of more acute forms of ADD including cholera, shigellosis and dysentery.  Other water-borne diseases such as leptospirosis cannot be ruled out.  Flooding is likely to lead to outbreaks of malaria and dengue fever, as mosquitoes proliferate.  Local health officials have already reported an upsurge in scabies, skin rashes and other infections.
Nutrition: Levels of acute malnutrition and chronic malnutrition rates prior to the Cyclone were relatively high at around 10% and 30% respectively. Post-cyclone rapid nutrition assessments indicate that a high number of young children in affected areas may be acutely malnourished or ‘at risk’, and are in urgent need of therapeutic or supplementary food. This is particularly worrying as the assessments also indicate high levels of food insecurity in the most affected townships. The dire food situation, combined with disrupted child care and feeding practices will exacerbate the already high rates of acute and chronic malnutrition.
Food-security: As hundreds of villages were swept away and farmlands were inundated with sea water, household assets (including food stocks, seeds and livestock) were destroyed.  Overnight, close to one million people were left without any means to access adequate food. An urgent need exists to meet the basic food requirements of the most vulnerable families on a regular and systematic basis.  Priority actions are aimed at addressing the requirements of households who have lost all livelihood opportunities and continue to be displaced since their places of origin are bereft of assets.
WASH: Water storage and sanitation systems at village and town level have been wiped out in broad areas of the southwest of the country.  Lack of access makes exact numbers impossible to report, but it is estimated that some 2 million persons are without safe drinking water and toilets.  Until the storm has passed through, it will be impossible to start water distribution.  The key requirements of the population which is accessible include soap, buckets, water purification tablets, etc.  In camps, some 500,000 persons require water provision via bladders or tankers. At the same time, the camps require toilets and hygiene promotion.
Camp management: While many of the estimated 750,000 homeless are seeking shelter with family and friends a large group of people will be unable to use such arrangements. During the over-flight of the affected areas, a number of smaller spontaneous settlements was observed. The identification of agencies willing to take on camp management responsibility has not been properly mapped out, according to the cluster lead agency.
Education: The Ministry of Education is reporting that many of the schools in the affected areas have been damaged. In the Labutta regions alone, more than 1,000 schools had completely collapsed.  A number of teachers perished in the cyclone.  Extensive damage to school buildings and furniture means that almost all teaching and learning materials and children’s basic possessions were also lost. Most of the school buildings still standing are being used to shelter the many homeless people from the worst affected areas.   
Protection:  Key issues include ensuring the safety, dignity and privacy of women and children, in particular among the camp-based population.  Reports of violence and abuse within camps have begun to surface.  There are an undetermined number of separated children and orphans as a result of the sudden destruction.  The lack of land titles means that persons forced out of their traditional homes by the cyclone are likely to have difficulty returning.  
Early recovery: The cylone not only caused a devastating loss of life in the Ayeyarwady Delta and Sothern provinces, but also had a significant impact on peoples’ lives and livelihoods as well as on the capacity of communities to recover from the disaster.  The cyclone severely compounded the pre-existing vulnerability of large segments of the local population, with only extremely limited and finite resources at their disposal. 
The capacity of communities to rebound from the effects of the disaster remains extremely weak across most of the affected area.  At the current juncture, external assistance continues to be critical for strengthening the capacity of communities to rebound from the disaster, move beyond dependence on direct relief assistance and establish solid foundations for longer-term recovery.
Logistics:  Detailed information about all sectors is lacking due to downed communication and blocked roads.  In general, access constitutes the main constraint, as road travel is nearly impossible and the use of the waterways is so far not a feasible alternative. All international assistance has to date been   moving through Yangon International Airport (YIA), but lack of off-loading and storage capacity is severely hampering the efforts.  To expedite clearance of shipments at YIA, detailed cargo manifests must now be provided.
Emergency Telecommunications: Communications in the country are still limited. Landlines are still down, and the cell phone network still not functional in the disaster affected areas. Conjectures due to the limited capacity of the network are hampering the general use of cell phones. Only organisations that had obtained an internet-licence prior to the cyclone have access to the internet (though very limited capacity). It has proven very difficult to get radio and satellite equipment into the country. 
Coordination: The cluster approach has been activated by the Humanitarian Country Team to support the efforts of the Government. Proper implementation of this framework will ensure that there is a common approach in place from the beginning which will allow for inclusive needs assessments and the strategic prioritization of available resources. The Country Team is in the process of preparing the first draft of the Flash Appeal and it is envisaged that a CERF grant will be made against the Appeal document. An IASC Senior Emergency Officers meeting was held earlier this morning to discuss the priority relief issues and the next steps in connection to the Flash Appeal/CERF and the capacity of the humanitarian community on the ground. Recommendations for IASC and ERC actions are to be generated.
Safety and Security: The UN Designated Official has decided to restrict all UN missions to Myanmar to those involved in emergency relief operations. All non-essential travel to the country is to be postponed with immediate effect until further notice. The security level stands at level 3. 
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